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1. Relevant Subject: English (Reading and Writing)
2. Grade Level: Grade 3 (The North Carolina Standard Course of Study requires third grade students to compose a variety of fiction, e.g. simple narratives, use preliminary plans, focus on revision and reflection, and use technology as a tool to create written products.)  

3. Topic of the Lesson: The Art of Storytelling
Students will use wordless picture books to tell (oral rehearsal) interesting stories with appropriate support and elaboration, and then write the stories to share with the class and publish for the school.  
Previous lessons (modeling, demonstration, partner practice, and independent practice) using a document camera to analyze and show author’s craft and highlight student work:
· Using descriptive organizers (literary element)
· Writing relevant supporting details using interesting language and vocabulary appropriate to the event
· Creating a story map

· Describing an event with who, what, when, where, why, how, and explaining the significance of each in the big picture

· Using word processing tools and drawing/painting tools on the computer

4. Lesson Plan: This lesson is designed for all students with a goal of making a significant impact on the storytelling skills of English Language Learners and language-deficient students.
Activating Strategy (an advance organizer to help students learn new skill): Teacher and assistant (or inclusion teacher) will act out frame by frame a simple, interesting, pre-planned, silent story while students predict the event/s, sequence, details, and emotions in the story. After inviting guesses from students, the teachers will tell the story to the class. 
Introduction to Lesson (linking new knowledge to prior knowledge): The teacher will lead the class in a discussion about the literary elements in the drama, and recall the subject of previous lessons. Student-partners discussion will focus on the elements that made the story interesting even though there were no words, and how the story was expressed in language by the teachers. Student pairs will take turns to record their thinking using the document camera while other students record this in their writing journals.
Teaching/Demonstration Plan: 

· The teacher will introduce a wordless picture book Pancakes for Breakfast by Tomie de Paola. Using the document camera, she will show the cover and invite comments from student partners to build background knowledge. 

· The teacher will show the first page and draw attention to the fact that although there is a lack of words, the details are evident in the illustration. Student pairs will create story starters and record them in their writing notebooks. The pairs will share by reading aloud and their peers will have the opportunity to critique and revise the narration (Example: The sun rose over the snow that covered the landscape like a blanket. It shone through the windows of the tiny cottage nestled among the bare oaks.)

· The teacher will hand out copies of the book to each student pair. 
· From this point on, the lesson will be directed by the students with the teacher in a facilitator role. Students will do a picture walk through the book all the while observing details, narrating, conversing, and collaborating as partners. (Talking facilitates learning and helps to clarify and review learned skills.) The teachers will circulate to monitor conversations, do “over the shoulder” reviews as needed, connect writing to previous learning of writer’s craft, and clarify as misunderstandings surface during discussions. 
· Each pair will use the document camera to show a different page of the book in sequence. They will lead the class in a discussion of the features that are evident in the illustration that could be relevant details in the story. Other student pairs will add, comment, or help revise the narration. The “teacher pair” will render their version of the narration for that page. Other students may take notes in their graphic organizers. 
· Students will write their narrative for their page from the story in their writing notebooks. They will revise and edit their work, again with teacher facilitation. The teacher will question and guide student to highlight the literary elements they want to share on the document camera.  They will trade their writing with another pair to re-edit. 
· Taking turns according to the sequence of pages, student pairs will use the document camera to show their page from the story and share their writing. They will use the zoom and contrast features to highlight specific use of literary elements. Other students will be engaged in note taking and adding to their graphic organizers. 
· Students will use the wordless picture books and notes to write, revise, and edit their narratives. 

· Other technology: Students will type their stories in a word processing document and use drawing/painting tools on the computer to illustrate selected pages.  

· Student partners will read their stories aloud to the class.
Follow Up: 

1. Students will use other wordless picture books to develop and refine their story telling art and writing. Examples: Deep in the Forest by Brinton Turkle, Good Dog, Carl by Alexandra Day, Why? by Nikolai Popov, and The Snowman by Raymond Briggs.

2. Students will be assigned to different kindergarten and first grade classrooms. They will use the document camera to show the wordless picture books page by page and read the stories aloud to the younger children. 
3. During an Author’s Tea or Family Education Night at school, students will invite parents to view their books and listen to the stories.        
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