AVerMedia Presentation Products

AVerVision CP300 Document Camera Lesson Plan

Subject Area: English Language Arts (ELA)

Grade Level: High School Grade 10 

Topic of Lesson: 
· Demonstration and practice for focused reading exercises 

· Review of student writing and responses to various prompts 

· Test taking strategies for multiple part questions 
· Using rubrics to show students evaluation methods 

· Demonstration of focused highlighting strategies 

Lesson Description and Rationale: 


The following lesson is geared toward tenth grade ELA students specifically. This is only because these students are particularly important in their participation in the Delaware State Testing Program (DSTP). In fact, this lesson could work for any grade, I believe, seven through twelve. 

The primary goal for the lesson is to have students viewing their own work immediately after they finish responding to a question or prompt. It is important that students review what they are writing so they can understand why they receive the score they earn per question. Generally, in looking at test data, students are not answering all parts of multiple-part questions. With this in mind, students need strategies for answering these types of questions. Along these same lines, students, often times, do not answer with the specificity of the particular question asked. Students have a tendency to be vague in their responses or to respond intelligently but not necessarily to the prompted question.

A CP300 Document Camera allows an instructor to have students respond to questions and immediately project each student’s responses for everyone to view. Obviously, this will require an environment of collegiality and comfort, but this is important for any learning atmosphere. If all students are able to reflect on their work in relation to what others are producing, while the instructor comments on each response, students will develop a better sense for responding correctly.


The CP300 Document Camera also allows an instructor to write, circle, underline, or otherwise mock a grading procedure while students are watching. The beauty of the camera is that it doesn’t require overheads, scanning, or copies and can be used immediately following the students responding. This cuts down on paper resources and gives instantaneous feedback to a student’s work. The CP300 Document Camera enables an ELA instructor to demonstrate grading rubrics, test questions, and reading selections without paper copies. All the while, the instructor can write on the examples as students view and take notes. 


Finally, the CP300 Document Camera, because of its spontaneity, facilitates a revising, editing, and proofreading mindset for student test takers. They can see their responses as others see them. This promotes student reflection so they might understand that using examples, evidence, and details to clarify their own thoughts in writing is a necessary step in the responding process. No other technology has this capability in the English Language Arts classroom. 

Lesson Plan Steps and Procedures:  
1. Instructor chooses a multiple-part question based on a reading selection. 

2. Students read a selected piece at their desks while the document camera projects the reading selection and multiple-part question (4 parts). For this exercise, students need paper copies of the reading and question (this may not be necessary for every application). 

3. Students respond to the prompt without putting their names on their papers. 

4. Instructor collects responses. 

5. Students are given the 4 part grading rubric for the question. 

6. One-by-one, the instructor projects the responses onto a screen for each student to review.  
7. The class discusses the rubric and scores each response accordingly. This can be done as a whole group, in pairs, or using other partnered methods. Switching discussion groups is desirable for students to hear from different classmates. 

8. The responses could be numbered and students might choose the best three and explain why. 

9. Instructor comments on each response and rubric scoring to participate in the student-led discussion. 

10. Instructor uses the document camera to show various methods for ensuring a proper student response. The instructor may go back to the text and highlight examples, finding evidence that students may have used. Students should use a highlighter to focus their reading during a second reading, after they’ve read the prompt, using the highlighter, only, to find examples for their response. It is important that students do not highlight without reason. 
11. A key aspect to the lesson is that the instructor presents a strategy where students can number the parts of a question. For example, if an ELA test asks students to write a summary to include theme, characters, action, and resolution, students should number each part of the question on the question itself. The instructor, using the camera to project the prompt, can demonstrate this by numbering one, two, three, four for theme, characters, action, and resolution. Then, the instructor can use this numbering system on a “good” response (deemed by students during the prior exercise) to show students how to check their work for the completion of a multiple-part question. 
The CP300 Document Camera Usage:

· Immediately provide feedback to student-written responses.

· Grade responses using rubrics with student participation. 

· Students reflect on their own work. 

· Students see various responses to the same question. 

· Instructor demonstrates highlighting and multiple-part question strategies. 

· Save on paper resources and messy overhead projector transparencies. 
· The CP300 Document Camera is the only technology needed for the lesson. 
