Learning Spanish Grammar through Comics

Grades:  10-12 

Level: Spanish 3CP and Spanish 3 Honors (Third year of Spanish)

Subject:  Spanish but it can be used with any language

Tools:  AverMedia Document Camera, colored-pencils, paper, Mafalda Comic Strips
Learning Spanish Grammar through Comics is a unit that I teach my Spanish 3 and 3 Honor students.  It is a unit that fine-tunes the students’ speaking and writing skills in the target language:  Spanish.  Students must learn the following concepts in this unit:

1. Approximately 70 new words, including verbs which will be presented using the AverMedia Document Camera
2. Reflexive pronouns, including how it changes the meaning of the verb

3. Direct and indirect objects

4. Review the present tense and the progressive gerund

5. Informal commands

6. Reciprocal actions

7. Personal relations

This unit takes approximately four weeks.  There are four lessons in this unit.  Students take a test per lesson and a final test for the unit.  Our Spanish National Standards clearly state that we need to teach concepts beyond memorizing new vocabulary and taking grammar tests.  We must teach our students the concepts and skills they need to communicate beyond the classroom, and encourage them to continue with their Spanish language acquisition.  Once students have been taught and mastered the vocabulary and lesson concepts included in the unit, students get to go beyond what’s in the textbook and complete two projects using the AverMedia Document Camera.  The first project is completed half-way through the unit, and the second project is completed at the end of the unit.  
First project:  Students use all their creative talent or creative resources to complete the first of the two projects.  The student will create a ten-panel comic strip using the reflexive verbs listed below.  Their comic strip must be about how two young lovers met, fell in love, and then ended their relationship, using all of the following verbs.  The characters for the two lovers can be anything they want from people to potatoes to peanut butter and jelly.  Using the AVerMedia Document Camera, students will display their comic strips on the AverMedia Document Camera and read and explain it to the class.  Using the AverMedia Document Camera allows students to only use an 8-1/2” x 11” piece of paper rather than using a big poster that costs more money and is difficult to file and it ends-up being thrown away.  A piece of paper can be filed in their student portfolio and used as a sample parent conferencing and/or future students.
Rubric:
-complete sentences

-Dialogue and balloon script

-spelling



-Ten panels



-use of all the verbs below


-originality
abrazarse 


to hug each other

ayudarse 


to help each other

besarse 


to kiss each other

escribirse 


to write to each other

llamarse por teléfono 
to call each other on the phone

odiarse 


to hate each other

pelearse 


to fight with each other

quererse 


to love each other

saludarse 


to greet each other

In addition to the rubric above, students will be graded on their creativity and originality.  Students will also have an opportunity to prove their communication skills by making the class laugh at the two lover’s conversation in Spanish.  This is an excellent project because those quiet students that are artistic have the opportunity to excel.  Furthermore, those students who are not comfortable drawing free-hand and are computer savvy have an opportunity to show their skills to the class because they can do their entire comic strip on the computer and print it out and display it on the AverMedia Document Camera.    

Second project:  In this unit students get to learn about a popular comic from Argentina that used to come out daily in the newspaper for a period of ten years.  The creator of this comic strip is Quino and his main character is Mafalda, a little girl.  Mafalda cares deeply about humanity, loves the Beatles and has a bunch of quirky friends.  Mafalda is also able to see and discuss many serious problems that affect the world in general, but from a naïve child’s perspective. 

Mafalda and all her friends
Mafalda circulated in the newspapers for ten years, so there are plenty of comic strips to analyze.  I have old Mafalda comic strips that I could easily show all my students at once using an AVerMedia Document Camera.  Using a AverMedia Document Camera will allow me to show more comic strips while keeping them protected for future use.  Each pair of students gets to select one comic strip from a collection of about 200 that I have collected throughout the years.  
Once the students finish analyzing the comic strip, they add two more original panels to the original comic strip and present it to the class via the AverMedia Document Camera.  The students accomplish many tasks by doing this second project.  They must use all their resources to select a comic strip they understand and can analyze and synthesize.  The paired students will present the comic strip to the class in a manner that other students can understand and maybe get a laugh or two.  When learning a second language, comedy is the most difficult concept to understand and with these two projects, students are able to accomplish this difficult task.
Rubric:

Mafada Comic Strips by Quino

Some vocabulary:   
-los bocadillos = speech balloons





-la tirada
=circulation





-las caricaturas=cartoon characters

Objetive:


Analyzing and synthezising comic strips
With your partner you must answer and complete the following:

1. What does the comic strip say in English?
2. Is it funny in English too?
3. Is there a hidden message?

4. Is there an open message?

5. Is it a political message?

6. Is it a satire?  Explain.

7. Do you think this comic strip represents daily life in Argentina?

8. Do you think this comic strip represents daily life anywhere?

9. What type of person does each character represent in this comic strip?
10. Does it have a moral?
11. Why do you think Quino drew this comic strip?  What was happening in his life on that day, at that moment?
12. Add two more panels to the comic strip.
You and your partner will present this comic strip to the class in a bulleted report form.  
Once we complete this unit by taking the final test and having presented the two projects above, students don’t complain about how much they hate grammar or reflexive pronouns.  All they will remember is the funny comics and how much fun it was making them using the AverMedia Document Camera.  And, when we move on to the next chapter, students possess a wealth of knowledge that goes beyond the concepts and vocabulary they were supposed to learn in this unit.  

Keeping in mind that students learn in a variety of ways, teaching this unit in this manner reaches all students because many teaching modalities are incorporated.  An AverMedia Document Camera will enhance their presentation skills to an audience.  My students will also be incorporating another form of technology into their projects furthering their opportunities to stay abreast of future advancements in technology and presentation skills in a second language!      

These projects combined cover the following National Foreign Language Standards:  
Communication

Communicate in Languages Other Than English

1.1:  Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions

1.2:  Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics.

1.3:  Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics.

Cultures

Gain Knowledge and Understanding of Other Cultures

2.1:  Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the culture studied.

2.2:  Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied.

Connections

Connect with Other Disciplines and Acquire Information

3.1:  Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign language.

3.2:  Students acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only available through the foreign language and its cultures.

Comparisons

Develop Insight into the Nature of Language and Culture

4.1:  Students demonstrate understanding of the nature of language through comparisons of the language studied and their own.

4.2:  Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.

Communities

Participate in Multilingual Communities at Home and Around the World

5.1:  Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting.

5.2:  Students show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for personal enjoyment and enrichment.

