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Elementary General Music
Beginning recorder lesson
Grade levels:  3rd-4th
Objective:  

Students will sing and finger music notation, then play the notes on their recorders.  The following pitches will be used:  G, A, B, C, and low D.
Materials:  

1. AverVision document camera, Smart Board, computer projector.

2. A soprano recorder for each student.
3. The book Hands On Recorder, Book 1 for Soprano Recorder by                                    Gerald and Sonya Burakoff; Sweet Pipes Inc.  (SP2358)

4. CD player.

5. Optional companion CD Hands On Recorder CD (SP2358 CD).
Selections:

· Warm-up on pages 6 and 7, select several from each page.
· Mother Earth page 10, #15
· Flowers page 13, #22
· Kayak Ride page 14, #24
Procedure:

· Remind students to blow soft, warm air; sit or stand with good posture.  Ensure that all students have their left hand on top of their instrument.
· Using the Aversion document camera, project page 6 and 7 while students warm-up together.  Review quarter notes, half notes and rests.
· In observance of Earth Day, discuss what efforts they are making to keep our earth safe and beautiful.  Ask students how music contributes beauty to their life and others.  

· Introduce Mother Earth and Flowers, separately.  Review the notes and rhythms that will be used in each song; introduce the dotted half note.  With the recorder on their chin, finger and sing names of notes.  Play each line, checking for accuracy of notes.  Listen to the recording while fingering recorder, again placing mouthpiece on chin.  Finally, play along with the recording.
· Introduce Kayak Ride.  The range is lower and may be difficult for some students.  Review notes and rhythms played in previous songs.  Finger and sing names of notes.  Sing and play without the recording; finally try playing with the recording.  

· Point out the D.C. al Fine and explain that composers use Da Capo in order to keep the music easy to read, similar to a repeat sign.  

· If students are struggling with the low notes, have the more advanced students play the first two measures of the first and second lines, followed by the class.  This is an excellent opportunity for a solo or evaluation.  

New vocabulary:
Dotted half note

D.C. al Fine
Extension:

Have students create and notate their own recorder music using the notes from the lesson; consider limiting it to eight bars.  Share their projects with other students using the Aversion document camera.  Select one for the class to learn.
Conclusion:

Many students are unable to purchase a recorder book, and schools have limited budgets to supply them.  The Aversion document camera is the perfect mechanism to expose students to a variety of music, while preventing the use of illegal photo copies.  
