Barn Owls and Owl Pellet Dissection

Submitted by Kelly Hunt, Teacher of the Gifted, Grades 4 & 5

	Grade
	4

	NJCCCS
	SCI – 5.1, 5.5, 5.10; M – 4.4, 4.5; LAL – 3.2, 3.5; Tech. Lit. – 8.1; Career…9.1; SS – 6.6

	Objectives

SWBAT:
	1. Better understand birds of prey, especially barn owls

2. Identify the differences between birds and birds of prey though the use of the document camera

3. Compare and contrast the differences in birds and birds of prey

4. Utilize the Internet to further study owls and owl pellets
5. Further their understanding of a simple food chain.
6. Have a better understanding of the interdependency of all living things in an ecological system.
7. Create an acrostic name poem to depict a particular bird of prey

	Materials
	Star Board (interactive tablet), computer, owl pellets, dissection tools, United Streaming, document camera, photos of birds

	Websites
	http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
http://www.eht.k12.nj.us/~huntk/owls/owls.htm 

http://www.kidwings.com/owlpellets/# - dissection

	Class Period
	1


Procedure

1. Anticipatory Set: Place a photo of a cardinal on the document camera and discuss with the class the characteristics of the bird.  Then, remove that photo, and replace it with a photo of an osprey.  Again, discuss the characteristics of the bird.  

Utilize the StarBoard to generate a list of the likenesses and differences of the two birds (compare and contrast), establishing the fact that the osprey is considered a bird of prey. 

2. Use United Streaming to view specific segments of Ultimate Guide: The Birds of Prey, including the barn owl.  These segments (approximately 20 total minutes in length) will discuss birds of prey and how they hunt.  Specifically, it will address how most rely on sight, but barn owls rely on hearing to hunt.  It will also establish that a barn owl is also a bird of prey.

3. After the video, explain to the class that they will be doing a study of a particular bird of prey: the barn owl.  After viewing a video about barn owls in our next class, as well as performing a virtual dissection on the computer, they will be dissecting an actual owl pellet.  

4. To prepare them for that, utilizing the document camera, place an owl pellet on it for the class to see.  Ask them what they think it is.  After establishing that it is an owl pellet, ask them what they think they might find in it.  Also, still utilizing the document camera, introduce the students to the tools they will use when the actually dissect the owl pellet, discussing safety precautions when using the probe.  Then, use the tools to actually begin dissection of the pellet to demonstrate proper procedure, as well as to show students the contents.

5. Closing: Divide class into groups of four to five students. Give each group five photos of various birds, including birds of prey.  Ask the students to look through the photos and determine, based on prior knowledge, which depict birds of prey. Have each group bring their photos to the document camera and place them on it one by one.  They must defend their choices of which are birds of prey by providing characteristics found in each photo.  These must be written on loose-leaf paper and placed on the document camera along with the photos.  
6. Assignment: choose one photo of a bird of prey and create an acrostic name poem.  All name poems must include facts about the bird of prey, as well as a drawing of it.  
a. Model an example of a partially completed acrostic name poem, created in Microsoft Word, on the StarBoard for the students to see. (See attached) 

b. Together, the class will complete the sample after brainstorming with their group for appropriate answers for the remaining letters.

c. Have two volunteers come to the StarBoard to fill in answers.  At the same time, have a hard copy of the incomplete name poem and write in the given answers.  Then, transfer the hard copy to the document camera and have the remainder of the volunteers come to the document camera to fill in their answers.  Hang up the finished product as a sample for the students.

d. Inform students that they will share their acrostic name poems in class tomorrow utilizing the document camera.  They must be prepared to explain what they wrote.
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