Hughes- Rockford East HS March 31st 2008


English Language Arts- Sophomore (10th grade )lesson plan
Lesson Topic: Integrating primary sources with the novel Night by Elie Wiesel: Transportation during the Holocaust. 
Prelude

Rationale:
Through the examination of primary sources and the novel, students can integrate information to create an accurate picture of transportation during the Holocaust. They will be able to visualize what is depicted in the text and see actual photographs and maps of the routes between the ghettos and concentration/death camps, as well as the progression of the Western front and the impact this had on the occupancy of the camps, from the beginning of Elie’s journey through the liberation of Elie at Buchenwald in 1945.

Performance Objective:

1. Students will examine sources and the novel to determine the route Elie (the main character) actually travels when he leaves his hometown of Sighet. The route will be marked on the map displayed on the document camera. 
2. Students will view photographs taken at each of Elie’s stopping points on his journey, including the camps and factories. Students will write a short personal response to each photo.

Materials and Lesson Aids:
1. Document Camera
2. Photo of Elie during the liberation of Buchenwald
3. Holocaust Memoirs book with photographs marked for each stop, as well as the ghettos.
4. Maps from WWII book depicting the Western Front and location of train tracks/camps
5. Scaled down depiction of a Hungarian cattle car for students to view. 
6. Smartboard (if available)
Enactment
Hook: (about 5 min.) On the floor there are two boxes marked by masking tape. The larger box is the actual dimensions of a Hungarian cattle car from 1942, the smaller box inside of the larger is 1/3 of the size of a Hungarian car. On the document camera is a 3-D mock up of the dimensions of a cattle car, along with an actually photo of the outside of a cattle car. Students are asked to stand in the larger box on the floor. They are able to move around, sit, ect. Students are informed that this is the size of a car that Elie would have been traveling in. 

Dialogue: How many people would have been placed in a car this size according to the book? (100). How many of us are there in this classroom right now? (25-30). (Discuss the topic of scaling) If everyone could, please look on the floor and find the smaller box. Let’s step inside that one for a minute. (Students try to fit into the smaller box) It’s a little bit cramped now, isn’t it? This would be very close to how crowded it would have been for Elie in the novel. Only what would have been different? (Temperature, inadequate clothing, no food, water, etc…) As I tap your shoulder please return to your seat. 
(Teacher taps all students shoulders but three, leaving them standing in the box.) How many people survived from Elie’s car by the time they arrived at Buchenwald? (12) (Discuss the scale in proportion to the class size) Will the remaining three people please take your seats. Thank you for participating.
Class Activity(25 min): On the document camera (projected onto smart board) there will be a map of Europe during the war with concentration camps and death camps marked by symbols. The students will be asked to take out their texts and to review their materials to determine the order of stops that Elie made during his transportation experience. They may do this is small groups and have 10 minutes to complete their lists. Then the class will come back together and mark the route on the map via smart board/camera combined. (This could be done on a copy of the map with the document camera using a colored marker if a smartboard is not available.)

For each stop, the document camera is used to display historical photographs from the location. (Including the camps, trains, etc.)  It will be left on the screen for a minute or two for students to respond in writing to each photo and connect it to the readings from the text.
Development/Inquiry(15 min):  Where there any photos that particularly impacted you? Which ones? Why? What did you write for these photographs? (Students will discuss their responses to the photographs, and any photos that they mention will be displayed on the document camera for reflection. Each aspect of the transportation of the prisoners will be discussed accordingly per photo.) 
Culmination-Wrap up(5min):  Now that we have discussed transportation conditions and charted out Elie’s route we have a more complete portrait of what the prisoners experienced during their moves. We also see that Elie ends up at Buchenwald. He remains there from January 1945 to April 10th 1945 when Buchenwald is liberated. (A photo of the liberation of Buchenwald is placed on the document camera.) This photo is a photo taken by an American soldier as the boys were marched out of the camp the day after they were liberated. (On the smart board, Elie is circled as the fourth boy back in the first line with the hat on.) This is Elie, the author of the novel you just read. He was 16 when this photo was taken. We’ll talk more about the liberation and its effects tomorrow.
