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Target Skill:  Descriptive Writing – Assessment 

Prior to the lesson:  Prior to this lesson students have completed a unit about descriptive writing.  They have learned skills during mini-lessons and practiced the skill in their own writings.  The skills taught include comparisions, using specific descriptions, beginning techniques, ending techniques, capitalization, and punctuation.  Today’s writing is an assessment in which the students will produce a piece of descriptive writing to be graded with the rubric.  Rubric is attached below.

Mini-lesson:  Students are called to writing circle and told that today’s writing is an assessment.  They will be shown a picture and their task is to write a descriptive piece.  Their writing needs to be at least two paragraphs in length and include as many describing words as possible.  The rubric is shown to the class on the document camera and reviewed with the students.  They are reminded to think about their five senses and the emotions of the animal in the picture.  Before sending the students to their seats, the teacher displays an animal poster on the document camera.  In this lesson, photos from the Eye See You: A Poster Book are used (see citation below).  After displaying the poster (a black panther ready to pounce off of a rock) the students and teacher verbally describe the poster as an example.
Workshop/Assessment:  Students are shown another poster picture on the document camera, this time it is of a brown lemur climbing up a tree.  The students go to their desk and during the workshop time write their descriptive piece about the picture.  This piece of writing is later scored by the teacher with the rubric.  
Response:  After workshop time, all the students bring their writing back to the writing circle.  The image continues to be displayed on the screen.  Several students are allowed to share their writings and the class celebrates their writings.  All writings are collected to be scored.
Balmuth, D.  Eye See You: A Poster Book.  Storey Publishing.  North Adams, MA.  2006
Rubric:
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	Target Skills
	Student applies skill competently and creatively
	Student applies skill competently
	Student attempts to apply skill
	Student does not apply skill
	Teacher Comments

	Comparisons

	
	
	
	
	

	Specificity
	
	
	
	
	

	Beginning techniques
	
	
	
	
	

	Ending Techniques
	
	
	
	
	

	Capitalization and Punctuation
	
	
	
	
	


Final Score (average): __________      Teacher Comments: _______________________
