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It’s All Poetry to Me!
Background Information:


I am currently a fourth grade teacher at Walnut Hills Community Elementary School.  It is a small school nestled in the Cherry Creek School District in Colorado.  Walnut Hills is a focus school for the integration of the arts.  The school focuses on the eight multiple intelligences and the teachers incorporate that into our teaching daily.  Walnut Hills is a small school housing only about four hundred and fifty students.  Each student that enters Walnut Hills will leave knowing how he/she learns best through the eight multiple intelligences and the arts.  

Lesson:


The focus on this lesson will be on poetry.  As part of the fourth grade curriculum, students are expected to be able to read and write poetry.  To get the students excited about this unit, I wanted them to begin with a connection to their own life.  

Standards: 

Reading/Writing Standard #1 – Students read and understand a variety of materials.  

Reading/Writing Standard #4 – Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing.  

Reading/Writing Standard #6 – Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience.  

Objectives:

Students will bring in their favorite song’s lyrics.

Students will find metaphors, similes, personification, etc within the songs.

Students will make a connection with their favorite songs and poems.  

Students will write their own chorus (mini poem) to a classical music song.  

Lesson Implementation:


One week before this actual lesson takes place, the students are asked to bring in lyrics to their favorite song.  The song must be school-appropriate in order for it to be used in this lesson.  

1. I will start the lesson by playing my favorite song to get the students excited about our lesson.

2. After playing the song, I will display the lyrics to the song using a document camera.  

3. The students and I will find figurative language within the lyrics in my song.  

4. Students will get out their lyrics they brought.  

5. Students will look at their songs and circle the figurative language in the lyrics with a pen.  

6. Each student will have a chance to share the figurative language they found by displaying their lyrics using the document camera.
7. After all of the students have shared, I will play a classical music song for the students.  

8. The students will then be asked to write a chorus to this song.  The students will be asked to include figurative language within their chorus.  

9. The lesson will end by the students sharing their chorus on the document camera.  

Assessment:
Informal observation:  Students will be observed through their participation in discovering the figurative language within the songs.  Students will be observed while making connections between songs and poems.  Students will share their chorus written to determine their understanding of figurative language.  

Document Camera Use

This lesson will be enhanced through the use of a document camera.  Students will be able to share their lyrics for the other students to see.  Students will be able to share the findings of figurative language within their lyrics with their classmates. In this lesson, the document camera would give the opportunity for the students to show and demonstrate what they know.  The camera would give opportunity for students to be a part of the lesson, an important part of the lesson.  

Other Technologies Used

This lesson will use an iPod for the listening part of the lesson, as well as speakers to amplify the music.  

Conclusion


As a teacher who knows the importance of giving students many opportunities to learn and to learn topics in a variety of ways, using technology, such as a document camera, will allow the teaching to come with more ease.  A document camera enhances my poetry lesson, but it can enhance the way I teach, as well.  My fourth grade students’ love the opportunity to share what they have done and to be able to do that will ease through the use of a document camera.  

