Ready? Set. Punctuate!
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Grade Level – First Grade

Subject – Language Arts

Goal: 

· The goal of the lesson is to introduce students to the different end punctuation marks and allow students to demonstrate their mastery to the class through technology.

Objectives:  

· By the end of the lesson students will be able to use the correct punctuation at the end of a sentence. 

· By the end of the lesson students will be able to write their own sentences with correct punctuation. 

Materials:

· Yo! Yes? By Chris Raschka

· document camera

Procedure:

1. Read the book Yo! Yes? with students.  Yo! Yes?  is a picture book that depicts two boys having a conversation with each other.  Their conversation consists of one or two word sentences.  The punctuation at the end of each word tells the reader how to read the sentence.  

2. After the first reading, talk with children about the three types of punctuation: period, exclamation point, and question mark. 

· A period ends most sentences.  A period is used to end a telling sentence or a statement. 

· An exclamation point shows excitement.

· A question mark ends an asking sentence. 

3. Show students motions for each type of punctuation.  

· Period – students squat down into a ball and hug their knees. 

· Exclamation point – students stand up straight and put their arms above their head.

· Question mark – students stand up, bend knees, place their arms above their head and bend them to look like a hook.
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4. Practice the motions with students.  

5. Explain to students that they will be listening to the book again.  This time students will listen to the inflection in the teacher’s voice and decide what ending mark is being used.  Then they will show their answer by performing a punctuation pose.  

6. Read the book and allow students to act out the answers.  Then show the answer on the large screen.  Do this by placing the picture underneath the document camera.
7. Invite students to create sentences and share with the class.  The teacher, or the student, writes down the sentence under the document camera while students show the correct pose and the end punctuation is recorded. 

8. Place teacher made sentences under the document camera for students to see.  Read the sentences as a class. Select students to come up to the document camera and draw the correct end punctuation on the paper, so the whole class can see. 

9. Place students in groups of two or three. Have each group write three sentences, each with different end punctuation.  

10. Groups then share their sentences by placing their paper under the document camera.  The remaining students give a thumb up or down as to the correctness of the punctuation mark that was chosen. 
Assessment and Evaluation: 

Students will show knowledge of end punctuation by completing an exit slip.  The teacher assigns each student a punctuation mark and the student must write a sentence with that end mark to be able to leave the room or proceed to the next activity.  

