
Subject:  Social Studies-History

Grade Level:  Fourth and Fifth

Topic:  American Revolution Biographical Trading Cards

Common Curriculum Goal:  Understand how individuals, issues, and events changed or 
significantly influenced the course of U.S. history from pre-history through the period of 
the American Revolution.

Students will research influential individuals (Patriot or Loyalist) to create “Revolutionary  
Trading Cards.”

Day One-Overview of Project and Shared Reading/Research

Describe the project:  Using the document camera, share the template for the project 
and explain the criteria for each section.

Cooperatively create a sample:  Using the document camera, project information about 
Benjamin Franklin from the picture book Tales of Famous Americans by Connie and 
Peter Roop.  Cooperatively extract relevant information.  Teacher records on trading 
card template, demonstrating how to meet the criteria for each section using document 
camera.

Day Two-Select Resource and Begin Individual Research

Select Resource:  Using a computer connected to a projector, the teacher demonstrates 
how to access the website www.americanrevolution.com.  Students work in pairs using 
laptops to select “Famous Patriots” or “Famous Loyalists” from the list.  Each individual 
then prints the biographical information for the person they select.

Begin Individual Research:  Students begin recording biographical information, using 
pictures and words, on a trading card template.

Day Three-Share Exemplars from Day Two and Continue Individual Research

Share Exemplars:  Teacher selects several exemplar pieces from the work begun 
previously.  These works in progress are shared, using the document camera, with the 
whole group.  Students are asked to share with a partner what they notice about these 
exemplars, reflect on their own work so far, and set a personal goal for their work that 
day.
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Continue Individual Research:  Students work independently to continue recording 
biographical information on the template.  If additional biographical information is 
needed, students use classroom and internet resources.  As students finish, they will 
review the criteria with a peer and revise/edit as needed.

Day Four-Share Exemplars, Continue Research, Finish Final Draft

Share Exemplars:  Teacher selects several exemplar pieces from the work begun 
previously.  These works in progress are shared, using the document camera, with the 
whole group.  Students are asked to share with a partner what they notice about these 
exemplars, reflect on their own work so far, and set a personal goal for their work that 
day.

Continue Individual Research:  Students work independently to continue recording 
biographical information on the template.  If additional biographical information is 
needed, students use classroom and internet resources.  As students finish, they will 
review the criteria with a peer and revise/edit as needed.

Finish Final Draft:  With teacher approval, students submit final drafts to be reduced and 
photocopied on white card stock, four copies on one page.  Card stock reproductions 
are cut apart into “trading cards.”  Students add color to the illustrations and decorate 
the border on each individual card.  If time permits, additional copies can be made and 
colored.

Day Five-Share Completed Projects and Trade Cards!

Share Completed Projects:  Each student will use the document camera to share their 
completed project with the group, pointing out the part(s) of their work of which they are 
most proud.  (1-2 minutes per student)

Trade Cards:  Students trade copies of their card with students who researched other 
influential individuals, keeping one of their own for themselves.
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Other Project Details

Differentiation:  

Students unable to access the level of the text used in the biographical research will 
work in a small group with a teacher assistant and the content will be read to them as 
they take margin notes on their copy of the resource.

Students unable to comprehend the text will work with the teacher.  The student will 
read the content aloud, stopping after each paragraph or section to rephrase “what the 
author is trying to say.”  After completing the reading, the student will record two things 
they learned and two things everyone should know.  These facts will be used to meet 
the criteria for completing the card.

Students who finish the project early and have met all of the criteria for a successful 
project may begin a second trading card on a different individual of their choice.
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